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Europe had not been tested when the Peace of Aix-
la-Chapelle was patched up. Then the exhausted
combatants entered upon the task of reconstruction,
in which Frederick had more than two years' start of
them. To him the peace brought a guarantee by
all Europe of the treaty by which he held Silesia.

Imperfect as it was, for it settled no great ques-
tion, the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle gave pause to the
armed strife of Europe for eight years. Prussia
therefore enjoyed a full decade of rest before 1756,
when the third and greatest of her struggles for
Silesia began. She dared not put off her harness,
but she stood at ease. After the peace her army
still numbered 135,000 men. But the crowned com-
mander-in-chief had now a leisure unattainable in time
of war. His excuse for deserting his ally at Dres-
den was that he wished to enjoy life and to labour
for the good of his subjects. Now his opportunity
had come. It would be strange if a reign of less
than six years had destroyed the ideal which Fred-
erick championed in his early treatise on kingcraft.
Prussia and Europe might well expect that he would
be, like the great-grandfather of whom he wrote the
words, " as great in peace as in the bosom of victory/'
and that he would apply his untrammelled power
to remedy whatever defects his enlightened insight
might still discover in the Prussian State. Frederick
the Warrior had cleared the way for Frederick the
Reformer. Ought not Prussian history in the fifties
to be a story of regeneration ?

The King himself, however, practically omits the
record of this decade from his history of the reign.